FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What if I do not know what types of Low Impact Development (LID) practices are possible on my site?

You may request a site assessment from a DDOE stormwater professional who will write a report detailing all possibilities for LID retrofits on sites.  Sign up for site audit here (link to quickbase). 
When is the application deadline?

Applications for the rebate program are accepted on a rolling basis and reviewed on the last Thursday of every month.   Applications must be received by the third Tuesday in order to be included in the monthly Thursday review.  The review team will approve, deny, or suggest changes to your application.  If changes are suggested, we encourage you to reapply the following month. 
Requests for the design/build program are taken on a rolling basis as funding allows.  
How do I know if I am in a priority watershed?

Priority watersheds are Oxon Run and Watts Branch watersheds.  The Watts Branch subwatershed is generally outlined by Sheriff Road NE and the District line to the north, Benning Road NE to the south, Rollins Avenue NE to the east, and the Anacostia River to the west.  The Oxon Run watershed is generally outlined by Alabama Ave SE to the north, I-295 to the west, Suitland Rd to the east, and Southern Ave to the south.  
How do I find contractors?

Please see the list of contractors at www.greenup.dc.gov  or you may use one of your own.  Contractors must be licensed and insured.  
Will installing LID reduce the stormwater and impervious fee on my water bill?

Once it is available, you can apply for up to a 55% percent credit on your stormwater fee through the RiverSmart Rewards program.   (Link to: http://ddoe.dc.gov/service/changes-districts-stormwater-fee).  Contact Emily Rice at Emily.rice@dc.gov for more information. 

Can I sell retention credits through the Stormwater Retention Credit (SRC) program?

Yes, the Stormwater Retention Credit (SRC) (link to: http://ddoe.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddoe/publication/attachments/Ch7CertificationOfSRCs_0.pdf) program is being developed now.  SRCs can be sold 1) if the property owner is achieving retention credits in excess of its regulatory requirements and 2) if the practice designed in accordance with the DDOE-approved Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP) and the Stormwater Management Guidebook. (link to: http://ddoe.dc.gov/proposedstormwaterrule).  Contact Evan Branosky at evan.branosky@dc.gov. 
What permits will I need? 
The most common permits needed for LID retrofits are the following: 

· An Erosion and Sediment Control Permit is needed when disturbing more than 50 square feet of soil.  

· A Stormwater Permit is needed if you want to trade Stormwater Retention Credits and in some cases, to take advantage of the RiverSmart Rewards program.   

· A Public Space permit is necessary if your project overlaps into the public space.  Look carefully at your property lines as many front yards in the District are considered public space.  The property line oftentimes runs through the middle of your front yard, not along the sidewalk.   

· You will need a Permit from the Historic Preservation Office if your site is in a historic District.  

This is not a comprehensive list of possible permits needed, but a listing of the most common. It is the responsibility of the homeowner to make sure that the appropriate permits are obtained from the District of Columbia’s Department of Regulatory and Consumer Affairs (DCRA).  Please visit the DCRA Permitting Office (link to: http://dcra.dc.gov/DC/DCRA/Permits) at 1100 4th St SW or call (202) 442-4400.  
